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Table 10 Characteristics of S. schleiferi isolate

Tube coagulase test Neg PYR Pos
Human clumping factor Pos ALP Pos
Rabbit clumping factor Neg Urease Neg

Mannose Neg
Maltose Neg

Pos, positivel] Neg, negative(l PYR, 1-pyrrolidonyl-5 -
naphthylamide ALP, alkaline phosphatase.
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Pacemaker Infection Caused by Staphylococcus schleiferi

Kotaro MITSUTAKE", Toshiro URA™, Toyomitsu SAWAI*,
Yoshiaki KATAYAMA" O Kunio MIYATAKE*
"Department of Clinical and Laboratory Medicine, National Cardiovascular Center
“Department of Cardiology, National Cardiovascular Center

Pacemaker infection is one of the severe complication of pacemaker inplantation. We report a
case of pacemaker infection caused by Staphylococcus schleiferi which is a coagulase-negative staphylo-
coccus, and its relation with human infection is not well characterized.

In 1994, a 80-year-old male presented with a pacemaker pocket infection, cutaneous inflamma-
tion but no fever 2 months after insertion of a pacemaker. S. schleiferi was isolated from the pus. The
patient was given cefazolin for 5 days. One month later he was readmitted because of cutaneous in-
flammation and the extruted generator was removed. S. schleiferi was isolated from the generator.
After the patient was treated with cefazolin for 3 weeks, four consecutive wound cultures were all
negative. A new generator was inserted on the same side. One month after re-insertion, the patient
again presented a cutaneous inflammation, and S. schleiferi was isolated from the pus as well as the
generator and the leads on their removal. Twenty six days later, a new pacing system was inserted
on the other side. There was no further recurrence of the infection. Removal of the entire pacing sys-
tem was necessary to cure the infecion. We expect further information of human infections caused
by S. schleiferi.
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