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Table 1

Year 19990 2000 2001 2002 00 O for Iglt:a{rslj
Agent

E. multiloculauris 6 20 10 7 43
Age

Median 66 64 635 53 64

Range 320 74 270 83 240 83 280 76 240 83
Sex

Male 3 7 4 3 17

Female 3 13 6 4 26
Clinical outcome

Symptomatic infection %0 200 33.30 70 350 30 300 200 28.600 140 32.60

Asymptomatic infection 0 %[ 40 66.60 130 650 70 700 50 71.40 2901 67.40
Diagnostic method P28

Serological test 5 16 8 8 37

Pathological test 1 1 0 6

CT scan 1 1 2 6

Ultrasound diagnosis 1 0 0 1
Putative infection area

Japan 6 20 9 7 42

Other country 0 0 0 0 0

Unknown 0 0 1 0 1
Geographical location of local health center

Hokkaido 6 20 10 7 43

Others 0 0 0 0 0
Agent

E. granulosus 1 2 2 2 7
Age

Median 43 64 635 53 56

Range 43 270 70 56 0 81 550 76 270 81
Sex

Male 1 1 0 0 2

Female 0 1 2 2 5
Clinical outcome

Symptomatic infection 0 %[ 00  0%0 00  0%0 10 50%0] 201 100%0] 30 42.9%0

Asymptomatic infection 0 %[0 10 100%0 200 100%0 10 50%0 00 0%0O 40 57.1%0
Diagnostic method 00

Serological test 1 2 2 1 6

Pathological test 0 0 0 1 1

CT scan 1 0 0 1 2

Ultrasound diagnosis 0 0 0 0 0
Putative infection area

Japan 1 1 1 1 4

Other country 0 1 1 1 3
Geographical location of local health center

Hokkaido 1 1 1 1

Others 0 1 1 1

b0 Data from April to December, 1999.
bo0 Data from January to November, 2002.

bO0 Some cases were diagnosed by more than one.
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O

0

Fig. 1 Age group distribution of reported cases from April 1999 to November 2002.
Histogram bars represent number of symptomatic and asymptomatic infection

cases.
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Fig. 2 Clinical symptoms of reported cases. Number of reported cases exhibiting
each symptoms are indicated.
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Fig. 3 Distribution of reported cases in Hokkaido island. Histogram bars represent
number of reported cases by district. Numbers in parentheses represent reported
cases per 100,000 residents.
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Evaluation of National Surveillance for Echinococcosis in Japan, 1999 to 2002

Satoru ARAI'™ Satowa SUZUKI* Keiko TANAKA-TAYA" Takaaki OHY AMA™
Ken OSAKA', Kiyosu TANIGUCHI*" & Nobuhiko OKABE"
"Infectious Disease Surveillance Center and *Field Epidemiological Program Course Japan,
National Institute of Infectious Diseases

National echinococcosis surveillance has been performed since April 1999 when it was stipulated
as a Category |V Disease under the Infectious Diseases Prevention Law. During the last 4 years of
surveillance, 7 cases of unilocular hydatid disease] age range 27-81 years(] median age 56 yearsOand
43 cases of alveolar hydatid disease] age range 24-83 yearsJ median age 64 years(] have been re-
ported. There was an increase in the number of reported cases of alveolar hydatid with age, and the
greatest number of reported cases occurred in the age group=70 years. Thirty-three of the reported
echinococcosis cases had clinical symptoms. The greatest humber of echinococcosis was reported
from health centers in HokkaidoO 940 of all reported cases] 47/500were from this island. After clas-
sifying Hokkaido into six regional districts and analyzing cases by district, we found the greatest
number of reported cases to be from the Nemuro-Abashiri-Kushiro regioril 16 casesCand the Ishikari-
Shiribeshi-Iburi regionO 15 cases However, the greatest number of reported cases per 100,000 resi-
dents was found to be from the Souya-Rumoi regiori] 2.05/100,0000and the Nemuro-Abashiri-Kushiro
region 2.00/100,0000 As the incubation period of echinococcosis is thought to be several years or
more, the current data shows the infection rate from several years ago. In order to better understand
the current infection rate of echinococcosis, we recommend implementing a seroepidemiological sur-
veillance in addition to the present surveillance.
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