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Table 10 Laboratory findings on first visit

WBC 89 x 103 /ul AST
Gran 42 % ALT
Lymph 352 % LDH
Mono 41 % T-Bil
Eosino 17 % ALP
1513 /ul ¥GT
Baso 17 % TP
RBC 4,99 x 108 /ul Alb
Hb 155 g/dI UN
Ht 46.7 % Cr
PLT 357 x 103 /ul UA
Na
K
Cl
TC
TG
CRP

39 1U/1 serum antibody of helminths
33 1U/1 by Dot ELISA method

181 1U/1 Toxocara canis ooo
0.5 mg/dl Ascaris suum ooo
98 1U/1 Dirofilaria immitis ooo
68 1U/1 Gnathostoma spp. ooo
8.0 g/dl Anisakis spp. ooo
5.3 g/dl Strongyloides stercoralis ooo
15 mg/dl Paragonimus westermanii ooo
0.9 mg/dl Paragonimus miyazakii ooo
7.3 mg/dl Clonorchis sinensis ooo
141 mmol/I Sparganum mansoni ooo
4.1 mmol/I Taenia solium ooo
104 mmol/I

192 mg/dl

191 mg/dl

0.09 mg/dl
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Fig.1 Clinical course
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Fig. 2 Larva of Gnathostoma spinigerum removed
from this case
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Gnathostomiasis Caused by Gnathostoma spinigerum Etiologically
Diagnosed upon Extraction of the Worm from the Skin

Mitsuo SAKAMOTO"Y, Fumiya SATO", Yasutaka MIZUNO", Makoto KOMATSUZAKI*,
Koji YOSHIKAWA'", Masaki YOSHIDA", Kohya SHIBA™, Shoichi ONODERA",
Tatsuo HOSOYA* I Masahiro KUMAGAI*

The Jikei University School of Medicine, "Division of Infection Control,

“Division of Nephrology and Hypertension, Department of Internal Medicine
*Department of Tropical Medicine

We report a patient with gnathostomiasis in whom a specific diagnosis of Gnathostoma spinigerum
infestation was made morphologically upon removal of the worm. A 47-Year-old Japanese male on a
business trip to Vietnam ate fried frog with a Vietnamese friend in January 2002, the friend was diag-
nosed with gnathostomiasis in June 2002. The patient noted swelling of the right leg with migration
to the right arm, prompting him to our hospital in February 2003. Hematologic examination showed
eosinophilia, and specific anti-gnathostome antibody was detected by a dot enzyme-linked immuno-
sorbent assay] Dot ELISAOin the serum. He was diagnosed as gnathostomiasis, and was given alben-
dazole 400 mg b. i. d. On day 11 of therapy the patient removed a larval worm from the right palmar
lesion by pinching with his nails. The worm was identified as G. spinigerum based on morphologic
characteristics including number of hooklets on its head-bulb. When gnathostomiasis is suspected, al-

bendazole should be administered before incision of the skin lesion.
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