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Fig. 1 The number of cases of infection, with onset of symptoms and of definitive diagnosis
peaked on March 31 April 2 and April 10, respectively.
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Fig. 2 The effective reproduction number of each case and the mean were calculated by

method 1 and method 2, respectively.
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Analysis of the First Epidemic Wave of Coronavirus Disease 2019 in Chiba Prefecture

Takeshi TERASHIMA
Department of Respiratory Medicine, Tokyo Dental College Ichikawa General Hospital

The first wave of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) epidemic occurred between March 2020 and
May 2020 in Japan. The first epidemic wave in Chiba prefecture was analyzed based on the case series re-
ported by the official health department of Chiba prefecture. The mean interval from the onset of symptoms
to a definitive diagnosis by PCR was 6.9 days. The number of cases of infection, onset of symptoms, and of
definitive diagnosis peaked on March 31, April 2 and April 10, respectively. The effective reproduction num-
ber was below 1.0 in February, 2.0 to 3.0 between March 17 and March 27, and decreased to under 1.0 again
after April 2, 2020. Some patients with an infectious duration of more than 10 days showed an effective re-
production number in the 3.0 to 4.0 range at the peak of the first epidemic.

(JJ.A. Inf. D. 95 : 37~40, 2021)
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