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Yersinia Pseudotuberculosis Infection —With Special Reference to
Etiology of Izumi Fever—

Kazumine KOBARI
School of Medicine, University of the Ryukyus, 207 Uehara Nishihara-cho Okinawa 903-01

Since in 1927 Dr Sensuke Izumi, former professor of pediatrics in Kanazawa Medical College (at
present School of Medicine Kanazawa University) described a new children disease with rash which
was similar to that of scarlet fever, sporadic cases and outbreaks of the disease were found in different
places of Japan. It was called Izumi Fever in behalf of the name of the discoverer of the disease. As
regards transmission route, waterborne infection was suspected. As far as the pathogenesis was
concerned, several hypotheses were discussed among investigators. It was reported that certain virus
was detected as a causative agent of Izumi Fever. However this report was not able to obtain general
support.

As the pathogenesis has not yet been clarified, the disease has disappeared since 1955; neither
sporadic case nor outbreak was reported anywhere in the whole country. However, in 1981 after a long
interval, an outbreak of Izumi Fever-like disease occurred in the Okayama Prefecture. Subsequently,
cases and some outbreaks were reported in this area. What deserved notice regarding these recently
reappeared diseases was the fact that the causative agent of these diseases was identified as Yersinia
pseudotuberculosis.

Now, whether the etiological agent of Izumi Fever which was before observed was Yersinia
pseudotuberculosis or not, has been a new interesting topic. In this point of view, a special session for
several papers of Yersinia infections was provided in the 60th Convention of the Japanese Society for
Infectious Diseases, particularly in order to clarify the etiology of ancient Izumi Fever in relation to
Yersinia infection.

Four important papers which were presented in the session are published in this issue.




